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INTRODUCING OUR NEW CEO: DEREK HARRIS 

Community Youth Services is pleased to announce that the Board of Directors has appointed Derek Harris to the 
position of Chief Executive Officer, beginning July 20, 2018. 

Derek is a familiar face to many, through his current role as Community Youth Services’ Deputy Director, leading 
our organization’s strategic planning, contract compliance, fund development, budgeting, and employee 
development and supervision. 

He has been at CYS since 2002 when he came to work at Haven House, although he has been connected to our 
work in some capacity throughout his 26-year career in the nonprofit/child welfare sector. He currently serves as  
the Youth Subcommittee Chair for the Balance of State Continuum of Care, Chair of the Homeless Housing Hub, 
Red Team Lead for the Housing Action Team, Regional Alliance for Youth Board Member, Olympia Downtown 
Association safety committee member, Home Fund Steering Committee member, Asset Building Coalition Steering 
Committee member and Washington Low Income Housing Alliance Member, amongst others.  

Derek’s appointment is a clear reflection of the organization’s current state: ready to take on the future and fired   
up after another strong year of growth and success.  Current CEO, Scott Hanauer said, “There is an enormous 
opportunity that lies ahead and we couldn’t be happier with having Derek lead the organization to achieve the  
goals laid out in the strategic plan.” 

Derek brings decades of experience to the company and has a proven record of running successful programs. 
Before his current role, Derek spent eleven years at Haven House as the program director where he managed 
residential programs for the Crisis Residential Center, Hope Center, Behavioral Rehabilitation Services and FYSB 
Basic Center Contracts. For the past seven years, Derek has volunteered as a Post 11402 member for The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and is an alumnus of South Puget Sound Community College and The Evergreen    
State College. 

Derek has been committed to national and community service throughout his career of over 26 years. He believes 
in strengthening our community by empowering youth and families to create their own success. He enjoys working 
in a community that shares that belief. “I’ve had the pleasure of dedicating over 16 years of my career in directly 
working for Community Youth Services in the roles of Program Director and Deputy Director. In doing so, I have 
firsthand experience in not only seeing the value of the services we provide but the impact we are making in the 
community. We have led changes that have increased services not only in our community but have created 
programs to support at-risk youth across the state. I am honored to continue to serve the community and the 
agency that I care deeply about and to continue my passion for this work in this new important and vital role,” said 
Harris. 

Derek was selected following a thorough, national search process which resulted in a field of exceptional 
candidates. The interest in the position is a testament to the reputation and outstanding leadership of the  
volunteers and staff at Community Youth Services. 

Scott Hanauer, our beloved former CEO, will be retiring from CYS and helping Harris with the transition to his new 
role. We cannot thank Scott enough for his leadership and contributions.  To us, he’s a true pioneer and visionary, 
and we will miss him tremendously.  Hanauer believes Derek’s history with CYS, commitment to learning and 
innovation and unique mix of skills and leadership qualities position him for success in leading our organization 
forward. 

CYS will host a meet and greet open house to meet the new CEO on July 25, 4pm-6pm at the CYS main building 
located at 711 State Ave, NE, Olympia, WA. The public is welcome to attend. 
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